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dressage shows and become a regular venue
for the “A" hunter/jumper arcuit, Michele’s gradual
ascent has been a smart one.

“My goal is to do nice evenis and run them nght,
not to just have event after event.” she explains.
“Every show we've had has gotten better and betier
We learn which ring is better for warm-ups, the best
places for exhibitors to park trailers, et cetera”

It’s All in the Details
I the arenas and barns are the focal poinis of

 the property, the ubiquitous details tie everything

together: Details don't just mean nice landscaping at
StarrVaughn (although there is plenty of that). They
mean a carefully manicured, grassy berm overlooking
iwo outdoor arenas, a reflecting pool and fourtain

in front of the showcase bam, a park area with

' benches and swings, even a small putting green for

horse show dads to pass the time. The full service
‘snack bar; is another detail conceived by Michele

to go above and beyond other fadlities’ capabilities.
“It is not your typical overpriced horse show food.”
she atiests. Catering services are contracied out 1o
nearby Riverside Café and 33rd Bistro to come in for

| shows, where they make full use of the shiny onsite

kiichen that lies in wait between events.

Five custom MD Bamns were built togeiher o
form the huge main bam. The H shaped building
features a kitchen, lounge, and lockers for boarders,

| spotless tackrooms and state of the art stall mats,
{wash racks and grooming areas at every tum. Star

Vaughn is open to boarders, and Michele plans to
have resident hunter/jumper and dressage trainers
move in eventually. She has moved up the levels
of dressage herself by taking frequent dinics, and
diligently schooling on her own at home. During the
recent CDS Championship Show, she placed third in
the USDF Prix St. Georges Championship Class.

Genay is quite the competitor as well; largely
coached by Michele, she won the |13 and Under
Dressage Seat Equitation championship and was
reserve champion at Training Level during the recent
CDS Junior Championships at the Los Angeles
Equestrian Center: An aspiring eventer, Genay also
compeies in hunterfjumpers and Pony Club horse
irials, recently winning the Novice division at Eveniful
Acres’ Juniors Over Jumps. In fact, the whole of Deer
Creek Pony Club recently retumed from a niding
irip 1o Ireland, where they spent two weeks jumping
cross courniry on Irish ponies.

Home Sweet Home

Michele is already preparing herself for the

busy year 2006 promises to be. In addition 1o the

| Warmblood inspections, seven more schooling

shows and a B rated show are planned, as well as the
California Dressage Society’s Shelly Siegel Dressage
Show, an annual competition sponsored by the
Sonoma chapter of the CDS. An Arabian breed
show is also in the works, and natural horseman
David Lychman will hold dinics at Starr Vaughn.

“When we bought this property, there was
nothing on it but old barbed wire fence and bare
land,” says Michele. Now, the evolution of her idea is
near completion. The aoss country schooling course
should be completed by mid 2006, and the final
touches — five more pastures, temporary stalls, and
R\V. parking are nearly finished. Michelle has come 2
long way since the day she gazed at that empty land
and imagined what could be, and her concentration
on the essentials, the details and everything in
between is just beginning to pay off. At StarrVaughn,
first impressions are lasting ones as well.

To learn more about Starr Vaughn Equesirian, visit
svequestrian.com.
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